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DATE/TIME: 06/11/24 at 1200 hours 

 

TYPE OF INCIDENT: Monterey County Sheriff’s Office Detectives Arrest Subject for Lewd Acts With Juvenile, 

Looking For Additional Victims - 

 

LOCATION: 10 block of Lassen Way, Watsonville, California 

 

MEDIA CONTACT: Andres Rosas, Commander 
                                         831-261-5492 
                                         rosasae@countyofmonterey.gov 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

On Monday, June 10th, 2024, the Monterey County Sheriff’s Office was made aware of a sexual 

assault involving a victim who was under 14 years of age at the time of the abuse and an adult male 

suspect. Monterey County Sheriff’s Detectives began an investigation which led to the identity of the 

suspect. Detectives, along with assistance from the Watsonville Police Department, arrested 21-year-

old Eric Martinez-Villanueva of Watsonville without incident at his residence along the 10 block of 

Lassen Way.  

Martinez-Villanueva was booked in county jail for the following crimes, lewd or lascivious acts with 

a child under 14, unlawful sexual intercourse with a minor, and corporal injury resulting in a traumatic 

condition upon a victim. 

Investigators are aware of other victims, and they are working quickly to contact them. If you believe 

you have been a victim of a crime involving Eric Martinez-Villanueva and have not yet talked to law 

enforcement, you are encouraged to reach out to the Monterey County Sheriff’s Office and speak to 

one of our detectives.  

Any member of the community with information about this investigation is encouraged to contact 

Detective Richard Geng at 831-253-6029, or Detective Sergeant Nicholas Kennedy at 831-755-3773. 
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