
MONTEREY COUNTY FILM/VIDEO/ PHOTOGRAPHY 
PERMIT 

To: Monterey County Sheriff’s Office Attn: Patrol Division Raj Suthar (831) 755-3704 

Date:  Project Title:  

Company:  Production Type: 

Address:  Location Manager:  

Business Phone: Production Manager: 

Other Phone: Other Contact:  

FAX: 

Dates: Times: Location and Activity: Film/Construct/Strike: 

Attach additional sheets if necessary. 

Total Personnel:  Total Vehicles/Equipment: 

Generator: Cars:     Trucks:  Motorhomes:   

Pyrotechnics:  Yes No Special Effects Permits # :  Insurance Certificate Attached Yes 

Pyrotechnician:   License: 

Traffic Control Required: Fire Required: Other Required: 

Other Provisions:  

A non-refundable fee for the processing of an application for a Monterey County film permit shall be collected at the time the application is 
filed, and prior to its being processed. The fee shall be in the amount as established by the Board of Supervisors in the Monterey County Fee 
Resolution. 
Applicant agrees to all the terms and conditions of this permit including provisions on the reverse side of this form and any attachments. 
I certify that I am authorized to make the application on behalf of the above named company. I declare 
under penalty of perjury that foregoing is true and correct. 

Signature of Company Representative: Date: 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

Personnel/ Equipment Fee: Permit Fee: $103.00 Road Usage Fee: 

Sheriff’s Office Approval:  HCD-Enroachments: 

FORM 
FILM/VIDEO/PHOTOGRAPHY

 1414 Natividad Road, Salinas CA 93906   ■   (831) 755-3700   ■    www.montereysheriff.org 

MONTEREY COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
Proudly protecting the community since 1850. 



 

 

General 
1. Permittee agrees to comply with all applicable laws and to maintain the public property used in 

good conditions, with continuous attention to the storage of equipment not in use and the 
cleanup of trash and debris. The location shall be restored to its original condition before leaving 
the site. 

2. Unless otherwise provided for herein, Monterey County vehicles, uniforms, insignia, and 
equipment shall not be used by permittee. 

3. Permittee shall be fully responsible for crowd control required by the permitted filming activity, 
said crowd control shall be maintained by responsible and courteous persons properly equipped 
and trained. 

 
GENERAL CONDITIONS FROM MONTEREY COUNTY CODE - CHAPTER 7.50 

 
• 7.50.040 - Permit requirements. 

 
It shall be unlawful for any movie production company to engage in the making of 

movies on County roads, or on land or in buildings owned by the County of Monterey 
except County parks land without first obtaining a Monterey County film permit. 

 
(Ord. 2950, 1984) 

 
• 7.50.050 - Administration. 

 
The Office of the Sheriff shall administer these provisions, including the issuance 

of blank permit forms, review of completed forms, and shall require application for 
other related permits from other County departments or agencies when it is deemed 
necessary. Such other applications shall be processed in the normal fashion 
established by the department or agency issuing same, except that the granting of any 
such other permit shall be made conditional upon the granting of the related 
film permit by the Office of the Sheriff. The Sheriff may obtain input or otherwise 
consult with other affected department or agencies, and if necessary, hold hearings 
prior to deciding whether to issue a particular film permit. 

 
The Public Works Director may deem that certain roads are critical to the County's 

transportation system and therefore determine that these roads may not be used 
for film. 

 
Application for a film permit shall be denied by the Sheriff if it is determined by the 

affected department that the imposition of reasonable conditions upon the granting of 
the film permit will not prevent a substantial risk of unwarranted disruption of traffic or 
of County governmental activity of property, or the creation of traffic hazards, or 



 

damage to the environment, or zoning violations. Applications to use County property 
or buildings, or portions thereof not normally open to the public may be denied in the 
discretion of the Sheriff, upon the advice of the affected department, agency or body. 

 
(Ord 3477, 1990; Ord. 2950, 1984) 

 
• 7.50.060 - Appeal procedure. 

 
A. Any applicant or person claiming to be affected by the proposed Monterey 
County film permit who is dissatisfied with the action of the Sheriff in approving or 
disapproving an application shall have the right of appeal to the Board of 
Supervisors. 
B. An appeal from the action of the Sheriff in approving or disapproving an 
application shall be taken by filing with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, within 
ten (10) days after notice of the action of the Sheriff has been mailed to the applicant 
at the address shown on the application, a written statement setting forth fully the 
grounds for appeal. Upon failure to file notice of appeal within a ten (10) day period, 
the action of the Sheriff shall be final and conclusive. 
C. The Clerk shall set a time for hearing on an appeal before the Board of 
Supervisors and written notice of a time and place of the hearing shall be given to the 
applicant or other appellant at least five days prior to the hearing. 
D. The Board of Supervisors shall either affirm or reverse the action of the Sheriff. 
Should the Board of Supervisors reverse the action of the Sheriff, notice of the 
reversal shall be given to the Sheriff, who shall, upon payment of the required fee, 
issue the permit. 
(Ord. 3477, 1990; Ord. 2950, 1990) 

 
• 7.50.070 – Film permit fee. 

 
A non-refundable fee for the processing of an application for a Monterey 

County film permit shall be collected at the time the application is filed, and prior to its 
being processed. The fee shall be in the amount as established by the Board of 
Supervisors in the Monterey County Fee Resolution. 

 
(Ord. 4188 § 4, 2003; Ord. 3477, 1990; Ord. 2950, 1990) 

 
• 7.50.080 - Road usage fee. 

 
In addition to the film permit fee set forth in Section 7.50.070, a road usage fee 

shall be charged if filming takes place on County roads. The fee shall be in the amount 
as established by the Board of Supervisors in the Monterey County Fee Resolution. 

https://library.municode.com/ca/monterey_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT7BUTALIRE_CH7.50MOCOFIPE_7.50.070FIPEFE


 

The road usage fee established by this Chapter may be adjusted from time to 
time by resolution of the Board of Supervisors. Any labor, materials, or devices 
needed to provide traffic control shall be supplied by the applicant, such devices shall 
conform to the current State of California Manual of Traffic Controls, Warning, Signs, 
Lights, and Devices for use in Performance of Work Upon Highways. 

 
(Ord. 4188 § 5, 2003; Ord. 3477, 1990; Ord. 2950, 1984) 

 
•  7.50.090 - Reimbursement of costs—Reasonable rental for use of County 

facilities—Indemnification for damage or other liability. 

In addition to the application fee described in Section 7.50.070, the applicant for a 
film permit and/or his or her principal(s) shall, as a condition to the granting thereof, 
agree to pay and reimburse the County of Monterey for any and all costs necessarily 
and/or reasonably associated with road closure, traffic control, crowd control, if 
provided by County, or the like during filming operations. In addition, the applicant for 
a film permit and/or his or her principal(s) shall agree as a condition to the granting of 
the permit: 

 
1. To pay a reasonable rental for the use of any Monterey County property utilized in 
any manner during filming operations; 
2. To indemnify in full and hold harmless, including any costs of litigation and 
reasonable attorney’s fees, the County of Monterey for any and all damage or other 
liability which may accrue from the acts and/or omissions of the permittee, from the 
usage by permittee of County property and/or services; and 
3. To maintain adequate insurance coverage which will assure the County that all 
proper claims for damage and/or loss occasioned by the act or omission of the 
permittee, its officers, agents and/or employees during the term of the permit will be 
paid. Liability insurance shall name the County of Monterey, its officers, agents and 
employees as additional insured and shall provide appropriate minimum coverage for 
bodily injury, property damage and comprehensive liability, as determined by the 
County. Such insurance shall further provide for thirty (30) days written notice to the 
County of Monterey in advance of cancellation or non-renewal of said policies during 
the term of the film permit. Such insurance policies shall be endorsed to provide that 
such insurance is primary insurance and that no insurance of the additional insured 
shall be called upon to contribute to any loss incurred in connection with the exercise 
by permittee o privileges contained in the film permit issued. The permittee shall 
furnish the County with a certificate as evidence of the required insurance coverage 
prior to the effective date of the film permit. 

 
 

7.50.100 - Penalties. 

https://library.municode.com/ca/monterey_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT7BUTALIRE_CH7.50MOCOFIPE_7.50.070FIPEFE


 

Repealed. 
 

(Ord. 3659 § 8, 1993) 
 
 

State Film Permits 

California Highway Patrol 
 

The California Film Commission has an onsite California Highway Patrol (CHP) Film Liaison who 
is available to assist with filming on State freeways and highways. The CHP Film Liaison advises 
companies and schedules CHP officers for film shoots. When filming on state roadways, 
officers are not automatically assigned and must be reserved in the advance of filming. It is the 
production company’s responsibility to contact the CHP Film Liaison a minimum of 72 hours 
prior to filming to determine whether officers are needed and available. 
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